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This study unit is meant to encourage reflection on the interaction between legal
rules/processes and overarchmg social contexts, by means of a critical overview
of some of the key texts in legal anthropology. Legal anthropology provides a
stlmulatmg basis for this endeavour as it unites diverse theoretical approaches and
case studies drawn from numerous cultures within a manageable corpus of texts. Key
questions which will inform this course are: (1) cross-cultural understandings of
“law”; (2) various ways to produce and legitimise social order; (3) rules versus
processes as ways of understanding social behaviour; (4) the influence of cultural and
social organisation in shaping disputes and their settlement; (5) the social uses of the
rhetoric and institutions of legality.

The unit will consist of 14 two-hour sessions. Students will be assessed by means 6f a
test at the end of the first term. They will also be expected to-do assigned compulsory
readings and to participate actively in class discussions. For some lectures, printed
class-notes will also be circulated.

Key Textbook: An important text which students should consider purchasing is: Sally
Falk Moore (ed.), 2004. Law and Anthropology: A Reader, Oxford: Blackwell Pub.

COURSE PROGRAMME
Week 1 Key concepts: Culture, Society and Law; the history and
' scope of social anthropology
Reading: ,
Keesing, Roger & Andrew Strathern, 1998. Cultural Anthropology, Harcourt Pub.,
pp.288-301
Watch: http.//www.youtube.com/watch?v=N-sBtFJMNrA&feature=related
Week 2 Law as Culture: The Force of ideas
Readings:

Falk-Moore, Sally 2004. Law and Anthropology: A Reader, (ed.), pp.12-17 _
-Geertz, Clifford 1983. "Local Knowledge: Fact and Law in Comparative Perspective”
- in Local Knowledge: Further essays in interpretative anthropology, Basic Books
Pub., New York, pp.185-195

Week 3 Law and Society, Law as Society: Durkheim & Maine
Readings: '

Falk-Moore, Sally 2004. Law-and Anthropology: A Reader, (ed.), pp.20-23 & 40-44
Layton, Robert 1997. An Introduction to Theory in Anthropology, CUP, pp. 18-26.
Watch: http.//www.youtube.com/watch?v=kNVR7KtRuLE




Weeks 4 & 5 Law as Custom: Malinowski on the Trobriand islanders
Readings:

Falk-Moore, Sally 2004. Law and Anthropology: A Reader, (ed.), pp.77-79
Malinowski, Bronislaw 1989. Crime and Custom in Savage Society, Rowman &
Littlefield Pub., pp.1-16 & 28-59

Malinowski, Bronislaw 1984. Argonauts of the Western Pacific, Waveland Press Inc.,
pp-81-104

Watch: hitp.//www.youtube.com/watch?v=df9BISbYiKY &:

http://www.youtube. com/watch?v=qAt3zhOjdtk&feature=related

Week 6 Violence, Reciprocity & the Origins of Law

Readings:

Girard, René 1977. Violence and the Sacred. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Univ. Press,
pp.1-27

Watch: http://www.uibk.ac.at/theol/cover/girard oxford video.html &:
hittp://www.cottet.org/girard/desirl.en.htm

Week 7 Feud as Social Structure: Evans-Pritchard on the Nuer
Reading:

Evans-Pritchard, E.E., 1940. The Nuer, OUP, pp.139-177

Watch: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1TbI09qW92s &:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=__ GKibu7cVMé&feature=related

Week 8 Coming to terms with the Marxist Legacy

Reading:

Falk-Moore, Sally 2004. Law and Anthropology: A Reader, (ed.), pp.28-39

Freeman, M.D.A. 1994. Lloyd’s Introduction to Jurisprudence, Sweet & Maxwell,
pp.906 —911.

Week 9 Law and Social Inequality

Reading:

Falk-Moore, Sally 2004. Law and Anthropology: A Reader, (ed.), pp.124-134
Week 10 Legitimacy in Weber’s Perspective

Readings:

Falk-Moore, Sally 2004. Law and Anthropology: A Reader, (ed.), pp.53-58
Turner, Stephen 2000. The Cambridge Companion to Weber, CUP, pp.90-95

Week 11 Judging Disputes in an African Kingdom
Falk-Moore, Sally 2004. Law and Anthropology: A Reader, (ed.), pp.70-73 & 84-86
Gluckman, Max 1955. The Judicial Process among the Barotse of Northern Rhodesia,

Manchester University Press, pp. 113-122

Week 12 Finding Law in the Indonesian Courts

Falk-Moore, Sally 2004. Law and Anthropology: A Reader, (ed.), pp.154-173
Week 13 Law and the Politics of Identity in the United States
Reading:

Falk Moore, Sally 2004 Law and Anthropology: A Reader, pp. 175-205



